The November 13, 2004 MPWV Meat Goat Producers Association meeting was held at the Garrett County Community College with the president, Dick Dixon presiding. There were 24 members present. The meeting followed the educational workshop and a light lunch.

The minutes were distributed and perused by the membership. Howdie Dunmire made a motion to accept the minutes and Pamela Adams seconded the motion. The motion carried. The treasurer's report was given to the membership. The balance as of 11/13/04 was $1,350.97. Brenda Maresh made the motion to accept the treasurer's report with Pamela Adams seconding the motion. The motion carried.

The spring conference for 2005 was addressed next. It was the consensus of the group that Garrett County Community College is the ideal location for our meetings as long as the College agrees not to dispute out meeting here. Tim Maresh made the motion that March 26, 2005 would be a satisfactory date for the spring meeting. Brenda Maresh seconded the motion. The motion carried. The Association members agreed that Willie Lantz will research a number of topics for the educational workshop which preceeds the meeting. Brenda Maresh and Pamela Adams agreed to assist Willie with some topics. The light meal, which we usually eat prior to the meeting will be arranged by Willie Lantz. Willie explained that the College has some very stringent rules concerning catering, etc.

Next the web site was discussed. It was agreed that Pamela Adams is doing an exceptional job taking care of the web site. She agreed to continue with her work.

Brenda Maresh then spoke briefly about the club's efforts to market meat goats. We agreed that a good market would be desirable for meat goat producers. We will continue to reasearch the market so that we can provide high quality meat goat products.

The 2005 Mt. Top Boer Goat Show was discussed in length. The McHenry Highland Festival has agreed to collaborate with us again with the same fees agreed upon. The date was set for June 4, 2005. In addition to our show/sale, the Eastern USBGA show will also take place. Dick Dixon felt that everything (show/sale) could be completed in one day if we start with the show at 8:00AM on June 4. The Association agreed. Willie Lantz said that the USBGA has offered us the support of $500.00 toward the show. Willie also commented on a judging school which would be offered on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday for those who are interested. However, before the judging school could be offered, there must be at least 4 people enrolled. The cost is $225.00/student. If the class is audited, it would cost $75.00/student. The entire show and program would be highly advertised. Will Lantz then reviewed the rules and regulations necessary in order to run a successful show/sale. Shirley Christner then went on to tell the group about Nutrena feed and their sponsorship. Nutrena gave approximately $1200.00 to her show in 2004 which helped to defray costs at the Fayette County Fairgrounds, Dunbar, PA. At this time Pamela Adams made a motion to hire Bob Hare as the judge for the show. Cecil Ferguson seconded the motion. The motion carried. It was also discussed that some repairs to the goat pens are sorely needed. It was the concensus of the group that we could possibly help with repairs to the goat pens either by assisting with the actual labor or giving money toward the repairs. Kris will check out the pricing, etc.

The jackpoet show was discussed next. Anyone under the age of 21 is eligible to enter. Howdie Dunmire agreed to chair the show with Scott Myers and Shirley Christner assisting. It was agreed that the entry fee would be $12.00 and $15.00 for a late fee.Mr. Nicholson made the motion that a $5.00 entry fee be charged for 2005. Tim Maresh seconded the motion. the motion carried

Brenda Maresh and Pamela Adams agreed that they are willing to do the food booth again. However, Brenda does not want to do the barbequeing again because in 2004, it took two days to complete and it became too much because of the amount of food.  In 2005, 4 goats will be purchased for the show/sale since we used all the goat meat in 2004.

The next important item to be discussed was the election of officers. Dick Dixon asked the group to consider two new positions to the list of officers; a PR reporter, and a show manager. The PR reporter would serve a term of three years, while the show manager would be elected on a yearly basis. The motion was made by Tim Maresh to add the two new positions to the officer's roster. Brenda Maresh seconded the motion. The motion carried. The office of treasurer would be a three year term with a yearly audit. . Barbara Ferguson made a motion to nominate Shirley Christner to the office of show manager. Tim Maresh seconded the motion. The motion carried. Shirley Christner then made a motion to nominate Pamela Adams as the PR reporter. Tim Maresh seconded the motion. This motion carried. The president, vice president, 2nd vice president, and secretarial positions were not challenged. The officers for 2005 will be as follows:

    President - Dick Dixon

    Vice President- Willie Lantz

    2nd Vice President- Brenda Maresh

    Secretary - Barbara Ferguson

    Treasurer - Cecil Ferguson

    PR reporter - Pamela Adams

    Show manager - Shirley Christner

The sale/ shoe itself will be comprised of a committee of three: Willie, Kris, and Dick. It was agreed that in order to sell any goats, one must be a member by April 15, 2005. Consignment must be made by May 15, 2005. Also participants will need to have scrapie tags in their goats' ear. There will be a $10.00 non-refundable fee and a 5% commission will be placed on goats selling for $200.00 or more. All goats must be tatooed correctly.

The last item on the agenda was the raffle of the vet chest. Becky Berkibile's number was chosen. Therefore, she won the chest. The meeting adjourned at 3:00PM

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Ferguson,

Secretary

